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$1 MILLION LEADERSHIP GIFT TO CNS FOUNDATION FOR 
STRATEGIC CAPACITY BUILDING.

CONGRESS OF NEUROLOGICAL SURGEONS (CNS) LEADS BY EXAMPLE

In appreciation of CNS community’s generosity, the CNS Foundation pledged to match 1:1, all gifts from individuals and medical societies, 
until the $1 million leadership gift is matched. To date, more than $515,000 has been matched, doubling the impact of generous donors on 
Clinical Scientist Career Development, International Philanthropy and the CNS Guidelines Fund.

COMING IN 2020 – EXPANSION OF CLINICAL SCIENTIST CAREER 
DEVELOPMENT AWARDS

In early 2019, CNS and CNS Foundation announced plans to expand the current K12 Scholar Award partnership with the National Institute 
of Neurological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS), and the Foundation for the National Institutes of Health (FNIH). Having already awarded 
two NINDS/CNSF “Getch” K12 Scholar Awards, first in 2016, and again in 2018, funding from both organizations will double, creating an 
annual prize.
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The CNS Foundation Board of Directors and 
Chair, Elad I. Levy, are honored to report the
CNS Foundation’s accomplishments for 2019. 
With incredible support from the CNS Executive 
Committee, a dynamic Board, and the tremendous 
outpouring of support from the CNS membership 
and our industry partners, our philanthropic 
outreach to support world health and our 
neurosurgical community has never been stronger. 
It is happening because of you and all that you 
have made possible. 

CNS Foundation Board of Directors and Staff
Elad I. Levy, MD,  
MBA, Chair
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“The possibility to interact with the people in the 
same field is invaluable to improve patient care. 
During these conversations it becomes clear 
that we face many of the same problems, and 
sometimes the solution has already been found 
elsewhere.”

-Eelke M. Bos, Netherlands

Attended ICH Workshop at 
Northwestern University

This observership was made possible by a 
generous grant from Penumbra, Inc.

“I’m currently working as a teacher at my medical 
school and I have already shared the valuable 
insights…Being from a developing country this 
travel grant gave me the opportunity to learn and 
moreover to take back what I have learned and 
improve the care of my patients in my country. 
Otherwise, it would have been impossible.”

-Jose Eduardo Leon

Attended CNS Annual Meeting, 2019

The observership was made possible by 
donors to the CNS Foundation
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INTERNATIONAL PHILANTHROPY WITH IMPACT
The CNS community is committed to supporting neurosurgeons around the world. In 2019, your contributions sponsored more international 
neurosurgeons than ever before, helping them broaden their knowledge by attending US based educational opportunities.

2019 CNS Foundation International Observership Recipients:

Luigi Rigante
 Italy

Franco Rubino
Argentina

Juliana Sporrer
Great Britain

Viktoria Sefcikova
Canada

Jose Eduardo 
Leon Rojas
Ecuador

Betrand Mathon
France

Eelke M. Bos
Netherlands



WORKING TO MEET THE DEMAND FOR DEVELOPMENT AND 
DISSEMINATION OF CNS GUIDELINES 
This year, with the value of CNS Guidelines clearly established for neurosurgeons around the world, 
gifts to the initiative soared to $308,692.
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LEADERSHIP
Elad I. Levy, MD, MBA,

     Chair of the CNS Foundation and CNS Secretary
Gita Barry, Penumbra

David Crawford, CFA, Crawford Investments

Steven N. Kalkanis, MD, 2020 CNS President

Ricardo J. Komotar, MD, FACS

Praveen V. Mummaneni, MD, CNS Treasurer

Brian V. Nahed, MD, MSc

Ganesh Rao, MD, Past CNS President

Clemens M. Schirmer, MD, PhD

Regina Shupak, CNS CEO

Martina Stippler, MD

CNS FOUNDATION SOUL CYCLE 
FUNDRAISING RIDE

The CNS Foundation hosted an early morning fundraising ride 
during the CNS Annual Meeting in San Francisco, October 2019.

Riders and their sponsors netted $3,400 for the
CNS Foundation Mission Advancement Fund
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2019 GIFTS TO CNS FOUNDATION

Mission Advancement (Board Directed) 
2019 gifts $	 1,270,034.00

Donor directed International Philanthropy 
Funds $	 154,262.00

Donor directed K12/Career Development 
Funds $	 133,836.04

Donor directed Guidelines Funds $	 308,692.00

Remaining for matching $	 485,192.98

TOTAL RAISED $	 2,352,017.02
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• Generous grants directed to guideline development were made by the American Society for Stereotactic and Functional
Neurosurgery (ASSFN), the Spine Section and many individuals. The Spine Section’s first year $100,000 gift will be
followed by an additional $200,000 for the entire three-year Perioperative Spine Guidelines project, to be completed
by 2021. Generous grants for guideline dissemination were also made by industry partners.

• By 2019, annual demand for CNS Guidelines production has more than tripled.

• By 2019, the free CNS app is downloaded 11,250 times, worldwide.

• 2017, the Trauma Section donates $5,000 to fund development of the free downloadable Guidelines App.

• CNS Guidelines project launched with three guidelines in development.
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We wish to extend special appreciation to our generous industry, section and medical society donors, as well as 
the individuals who gave 2019 gifts at the inaugural Leadership Circle Level.

THANK YOU.

$1,000+$5,000+
Melissa and Brian Hoh

David Crawford
Steven K. Kalkanis

Praveen Mummaneni
Garni Barkhoudarian

Brandon Fiedor
William Friedman

Jorge Gonzalez-Martinez
Murali Guthikonda

Daniel Hoh
John Lopez

Ricky Madhok

Brian V. Nahed
John O’Toole

Nader Pouratian
Reza Ramazankhani
D.Thomas Rogers
Clemens Schirmer
Joseph Schnittker
Martina Stippler

Zeguang Ren

$500
Sepideh Amin-Hanjani 

Ashok Asthagiri
Grant Gauger

Shankar Gopinath 
Christopher Kellner
Alexander Khalessi

Ricky Madhok 
Nicolas Phan
Ganesh Rao

Chandranath Sen
Walavan Sivakumar

Hoan Tran
Joseph Zambramski
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SECTIONS & MEDICAL SOCIETY PHILANTHROPY PARTNERS

Section on Disorders of Spine and Peripheral Nerves Section on Cerebrovascular Surgery

American Society for Stereotactic and Functional Neurosurgery

              Women in Neurosurgery Section Section on Neurotrauma & Critical Care

Section on Tumors Trans-Atlantic Education Foundation

CORPORATE PHILANTHROPY PARTNERS

STRATEGIC PARTNERS GUARDIAN PARTNERS ADVOCACY PARTNERS BENEVOLENT PARTNERS

TO MAKE A GIFT OR INQUIRE ABOUT THE CNS FOUNDATION:
Visit Foundation.CNS.org

Contact Manager of Foundation & Giving Courtney Johnson: (847) 240-2500
CJohnson@CNS.org




